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APPENDIX 4: Conversations map 

The conversations map represents the discussions outlined in Appendix 3 (see main report document, 
p.18) in schematic form, allowing users to see the links between different threads.  The map page 
headings correspond to the section headings in Appendix 3. 

The conversations map may also be viewed as a mindmap1 using Freemind2.  
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1  Available on request from Kim Tucker (ktucker@csir.co.za).  
2  http://freemind.sourceforge.net  
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1. ALTERNATIVE PROCESSES 
1.1 Finding and prioritising research questions 
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1.2 The IMS experience: standards development processes 
 
Fred Beshears et al 
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IMS policies and procedures 
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Pertinent questions re IMS and alternatives 
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Processes in FLOSS and Open Standards development 
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IMS approach: comments 
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1.3 Working interest groups 
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1.4 Reduced agenda 
 
Nabil Sabry 
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Comments on the reduced agenda 
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1.5 Voting and the wiki 
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1.6 Research vs. action 
 
Buroshiva, Geoff, Pam et al 
 
This led to the DIY Portal idea and discussion which is covered later. 
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2. WHERE DO WE FOCUS? 
2.1 Learning from Open Initiatives 
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2.2 Narrow focused questions 
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2.3 Lessons learned vs. future scenarios: the risk of focusing on the past 
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Researching the future: methodologies 
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Researching the future: recommendations and questions 
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2.4 Evidently we should focus on... 
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2.5 Action Research etc. 
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3. CREATION 
3.1 Creation by professional peers 
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3.2 Towards a culture of collaborative OER creation 



 23 

Licensing, formats, standards 
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Polish before releasing for co-creation? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See also Wayne's comments later on understanding the social QA processes behind (for example) Wikipedia (a powerful phenomenon). 
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3.3 Technology for OER creation 
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4. DISSEMINATION 
4.1 Understanding the demand 
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4.2 Encouraging use of OER 
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4.3 Packaging and distribution 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.4 Learner support 
 
The most important question is to strengthen the Learner Support Systems in Open and Distance Learning (ODL). We must address this issue more seriously and OER user 
support be they educators or learners (Dhaneswar).  This issue is discussed further elsewhere. 
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5. QUALITY 
5.1 Tools to support a quality OER development process 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a technical level, it was suggested we consider the relevance of tools like CVS (code versioning system), and the type of “edit-review-publish” workflow found in 
content management systems to manage quality. 
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5.2 Standards and relevance 



 31 

5.3 Quality is subjective 
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6. ACCESS 
Scale of the problem 
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6.1 Connectivity 
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6.2  Cost of text books 
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6.2 Licensing 
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Creative Commons spectrum of licenses 
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6.4 Re-use 
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6.5 Searching 
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6.6 Equality 
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7. LEARNING FROM FLOSS/OPEN CONTENT 

i. Overview 



 41 

7.1 Open Initiatives: background and significance 
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7.2 Comparing FLOSS, Open Content, OER 
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Don't assume too much 
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7.3 FLOSS research, tools and methodologies 
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7.4 Business models 
 

 



 46 

Migration 
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7.5 Standards, licensing, preferences and practice 
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8. INITIATIVES 
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8.1 Initiatives mentioned 
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9. “DO-IT-YOURSELF” OER PORTAL 
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10. TOWARDS BEST PRACTICE 
 


